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2016 & 2017 OFFICIAL RATING FORM MIDDLE SCHOOL

Promotional Poster (50 points)

CRITERIA
Minimal performance Adequate performance Exemplary performance

1-4 points 5-8 points 9-10 points

Evaluators: Using minimal (1-4 points), adequate (5-8 points), or exemplary (9-10 points) performance levels as a guideline, record the 
scores earned for the event criteria in the column spaces to the right. The X1 or X2 notation in the criteria column is a multiplier factor 
for determining the points earned. (Example: an “adequate” score of 7 for an X1 criterion = 7 points; an “adequate” score of 7 for an X2 
criterion = 14 points.)

Layout and design
(X1)

Layout/design does not resemble 
a promotional poster and/or 
it is missing essential design 
elements.

Most elements of design are 
followed; few mistakes are made 
in the layout.

Poster encompasses all 
standardized layout practices, and 
creativity is at the forefront of the 
design.

Content
(X1)

Poster is missing three or more 
of the following elements; 
conference theme, conference 
city/state, conference dates, TSA 
logo.

Poster includes most elements 
listed in the minimal criteria.

All elements are included in the 
poster.

Effectiveness
(X1)

Poster does not convey intended 
message appropriately, and/or it 
contains unrelated text/graphics.

Poster conveys overall intended 
message, and it contains 
adequate text/graphics.

Poster message is easily 
understood and interpreted, 
with exceptional use of related 
graphics and text.

Incorporation of graphic 
design principles

(X2)

Design principles (alignment, 
consistency, contrast, unity, white 
space) are not incorporated 
adequately into the poster, and/
or they are considered as an 
afterthought.

Poster exhibits incorporation of 
most design principles (alignment, 
consistency, contrast, unity, white 
space), and the overall layout is 
aesthetically pleasing.

Poster is aesthetically pleasing, 
and all design principles are well 
incorporated into the design and 
layout.

SUBTOTAL (50 points)

State Delegation Fact Sheet (50 points)

CRITERIA
Minimal performance Adequate performance Exemplary performance

1-4 points 5-8 points 9-10 points

Layout and design 
(X1)

Poor use of formatting to develop 
the design and layout of the fact 
sheet is evident.

Adequate use of formatting to 
develop the design and layout of 
the fact sheet is evident.

Excellent use of formatting to 
develop the design and layout of 
the fact sheet is evident.

Audience 
(X1)

Audience is not considered in the 
development of the fact sheet; 
inadequate language is used.

Tone and language are of average 
quality for the audience.

The fact sheet is written 
specifically for an audience, with 
professional tone and language.

Sentence structure 
(X1)

Simple sentence structure is used 
throughout the fact sheet, and 
there are multiple grammatical 
errors.

Writing is generally engaging with 
varied sentence structure, and/or 
only a few grammatical errors are 
evident.

Fact sheet is well-written, with 
varied, flowing sentence structure; 
little to no grammatical errors are 
evident.

Content
See Regulation B
(X1)

Fact sheet is missing three or 
more of the required elements.

Fact sheet is missing one or two 
of the required elements.

All elements are included in the 
fact sheet.

Effectiveness
(X1)

Fact sheet does not convey 
intended message appropriately, 
and/or it contains unrelated text/
graphics.

Fact sheet conveys overall 
intended message, but it contains 
some inadequate and/or unrelated 
text/graphics.

Fact sheet message is easily 
understood and interpreted, 
with exceptional use of related 
graphics and text.

SUBTOTAL (50 points)

Promotional Marketing
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Chapter T-Shirt (50 points)

CRITERIA
Minimal performance Adequate performance Exemplary performance

1-4 points 5-8 points 9-10 points

First impression
(X1)

The design is sloppy, and/or it 
is difficult to see; there is poor 
choice of colors; the artwork is not 
suited for a t-shirt, and/or it leaves 
an unfavorable impression.

The design has good points, but 
some details may distract from the 
overall quality.

The design is eye catching; 
attention to detail is obvious.

Dominance
(X1)

Eyes are drawn away from what 
should have been the focal point 
by some other component of the 
graphic.

An attempt is made to use a 
graphic component that will draw 
attention to the design’s main 
idea, but the result is confusing.

The design’s main components 
draw eyes to the appropriate 
location and/or focal point of the 
graphic.

Use of fonts/words in 
design

(X1)

Fonts/words are not readable; 
location or size are not 
appropriate for the design.

Fonts/words are mostly 
appropriate, but there is room for 
improvement; fewer fonts/words 
could have been used in the 
design.

Fonts/words, their size, and their 
location are clearly appropriate for 
the design.

Incorporation of graphic 
design principles 

(X2)

Design principles (alignment, 
consistency, contrast, unity, white 
space), are not incorporated 
adequately into the graphic, and/
or they are considered as an 
afterthought.

Graphic incorporates most design 
principles (alignment, consistency, 
contrast, unity, white space), and 
the overall layout is aesthetically 
pleasing.

Graphic is aesthetically pleasing, 
and all design principles are well 
incorporated into the design and 
layout.

SUBTOTAL (50 points)

Rules violations (a deduction of 20% of the total possible points for the above sections) must be initialed by the evaluator, coordinator and 
manager of the event. Record the deduction in the space to the right.

Indicate the rule violated: ________________

Semifinalist Problem (50 points)

CRITERIA
Minimal performance Adequate performance Exemplary performance

1-4 points 5-8 points 9-10 points

Layout and design 
(X1)

Layout/design does not 
incorporate or consider three 
or more of the following design 
principles: alignment, consistency, 
contrast, unity, white space.

Layout/design includes most 
design principles; overall layout is 
aesthetically pleasing.

Aesthetically pleasing design is 
evident, and all design principles 
are incorporated into the design 
and layout.

Solution to project 
(X2)

Project is missing three or more 
attributes of the solution’s criteria.

Most attributes of the solution’s 
criteria are included.

All attributes of the solution’s 
criteria are included. 

Effectiveness 
(X1)

Project does not convey intended 
message appropriately, and/or it 
contains unrelated text/graphics.

Project delivers the overall 
intended message, and it contains 
basic graphics.

Project message is easily 
understood and interpreted, 
with exceptional use of related 
graphics and text.

Originality 
(X1)

Project does not incorporate 
or consider four or more of the 
following principles of creativity: 
freshness, idea cultivation, 
realness, bravery, momentum, 
visual signaling.

Project incorporates most 
creativity principles, and it 
results in an adequate/average 
presentation.

Project is a truly unique 
presentation; it includes most 
of the applicable principles of 
creativity.

SUBTOTAL (50 points)

Promotional Marketing


